






Global Friends Celebrate the Filipino      
People in Struggle through Globally 
Coordinated Mobilizations
On and around the 26th of April, FFPS members 
together with their allies launched various 
actions in more than 10 countries worldwide 
in support of the National Democratic Front 
of the Philippines (NDFP) and its struggle 
against US imperialist war and aggression in 
the Philippines.

The activities celebrated the 52nd anniversary 
of the NDFP and highlighted the importance 
of the Philippine revolution as part of the 
global struggle against US imperialism. “As 
the NDFP and the revolutionary struggle in the 
Philippines continue to advance and consolidate 
political power, it directly challenges imperialist 
domination,” FFPS chairperson Robert Reid 
said. This means that as the liberation movement 
grows stronger, US imperialist grip in the 
Philippines weakens.

In the US, Canada, the Netherlands, the United 
Kingdom and Ireland, FFPS members and their 
allies held militant demonstrations including 
postering and flyering actions to highlight the 
importance of the NDFP and the Philippine 
revolution to a wider audience. In France, 
Switzerland, Germany, Austria, Hong Kong, 
Vietnam and New Zealand, members and allies 
of FFPS held informational gatherings on the 
struggle in the Philippines and solidarity photos 
to show their support.  

In the US, 11 FFPS member organizations rallied 
to 2 major US military bases in Seattle and 
San Diego - which had sent military troops to 
participate in the Balikatan US-Philippines war 

exercises - and occupied public spaces, including 
in Portland and San Francisco, to condemn the 
US’ military domination in the Philippines and 
dragging the country into its war efforts against 
its imperialist rival China. 

All over the globe, FFPS members amplified the 
demands of the Filipino people for a just and 
lasting peace and for an end to escalating US-led 
military aggression and war-mongering. They 
also highlighted their opposition to the upcoming 
US-North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
summit in June in The Netherlands which the US 
uses for its imperialist interest and in its military 
build-up against its imperialist rival China in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

FFPS members emphasized the advancement 
of the NDFP’s 12-Point Program as the just 
solution to imperialist war and how our solidarity 
with the revolution is an important part of the 
anti-imperialist struggle. “As we strengthen our 
solidarity with the NDFP and the revolutionary 
movement in the Philippines, we directly counter 
US imperialism,” said Robert Reid.
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FFPS Thriving

SECTION 1  — FRIENDS IN  ACTION

DO YOU WANT TO BE A FRIEND OF  
THE FIGHTING FILIPINO MASSES? 

Start a new FFPS solidarity 
group or join an existing 
member organization near 
you! Reach out through our 
website for more info: 
https://ffps.info

ARE YOU AN ANTI-IMPERIALIST  
ORGANIZATION WHO WANTS TO 

ALSO SUPPORT THE PHILIPPINE 
REVOLUTION? 

Join FFPS and help 
strengthen our work in 

support of the NDFP and 
the fighting Filipino 

masses! 

Since our last General Assembly in June, 
2024, our global organization has grown both 
quantitatively and qualitatively. In the US, there 
are 10 new member organizations that have 
formed or joined in the past year, including our 
newest solidarity group in New Orleans which 
has developed from one person’s efforts since 
last November. 

New FFPS solidarity groups can range from 
loose to formalized structures bringing together 
at least 3 individuals interested in supporting 
the Philippine revolution. There can be a 
comprehensive or even a particular focus, such 
as an artist collective creating artworks in support 
of the Filipino people’s struggle or a faith-
based collective that supports Christians for 
National Liberation and the wider NDFP. 

In Europe, there have been new organizations 
in the Netherlands, France and Ireland, while 
other organizations in Switzerland, England and 
France have developed and strengthened their 
work. 

Overall, our work continues to grow, and with 
it, we grow and deepen our solidarity with 
the Filipino people’s struggle for national and 
social liberation. Strengthening FFPS as a global 
organization and consolidating more solidarity 
with the Philippine revolution, contributes to 
the overall support by peoples worldwide for 
the Filipino fighting masses. 
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Celebrate the Filipino people’s resistance 
against imperialism, feudalism 
and bureaucrat capitalism!

Friends of the Filipino People in Struggle (FFPS) 
celebrated the 56th anniversary of the founding 
of the New People’s Army (NPA) and the 52nd 
anniversary of the National Democratic Front 
of the Philippines (NDFP).

The NDFP is the most consolidated united 
front advancing the revolutionary struggle of 
the Filipino people and brings together workers, 
farmers, women, youth, health workers, and 
other progressive classes and sectors in the 
Philippines, and uniting them to overthrow the 
semi-colonial and semi-feudal system through 
a people’s war and for the completion of the 
national democratic revolution.

In its more than half a century of existence, the 
NDFP and its allied organizations steadfastly 
aroused, organized and mobilized the Filipino 
masses in their participation in the peasant war in 

the countryside and the revolutionary movement 
in the cities and overseas. It continuously lays the 
foundation to build organs of political power in 
its territories and helps the masses establish their 
own governance. The NDF has also victoriously 
represented the revolutionary masses locally and 
abroad.

The NPA, one of the allied organizations of 
the NDF, stands in a long tradition of Filipino 
people’s armed resistance for national liberation 
from colonial and neocolonial domination. In 
its 56 years of waging an armed revolution, 
under the leadership of the Communist Party 
of the Philippines (CPP), the NPA has shown 
itself to be a true people’s army, embodying 
the principle of serving the people. The NPA 
is not just a fighting force, but also a force for 
production, education, culture, medical services, 
justice, organizing and much more.

We celebrate their revolution by extending our utmost support and we 
complement their resistance against US imperialism,  by continuing our 
solidarity work and intensifying our anti-imperialist struggles in our own 
countries.

To read more FFPS updates and 
statements, please visit ffps.info
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CPP’s Rectification, a mass and a study 
movement
At the end of 2023, the Communist Party of the 
Philippines called for a “rectification movement,” or an 
effort to identify and correct past mistakes and ensure 
the advancement of the revolution. This rectification is 
primarily a study movement, re-affirming the principles 
of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism. The rectification 
movement, according to the CPP, actively combats trends 
of conservatism both in the legal struggle and in the 
armed struggle. It emphasizes that armed struggle is 
the primary form of struggle. Revolutionaries and the 
masses have  wholeheartedly welcomed the rectification 
movement and since then made great strides in the 
countryside and in urban areas in the past months. 
Mass organizations have been strengthened to raise 
the revolutionary consciousness; the people’s army is 
determined to frustrate the enemy’s all-out war, recover 
from their losses, gain new victories and advance the 
Filipino people’s revolutionary resistance with the 
unwavering support and participation of the masses. 

FFPS and its allies, warmly supports this rectification 
movement and recognizes that from it more victories 
will be achieved. All internationalists can extract lessons 
and inspiration from the current Philippine revolution’s 
rectification movement and advance their solidarity 
work by stepping outside of comfort zones and boldly 
emphasizing the necessity and justness of armed 
resistance in the Philippines. 

The People’s Army  in 
defense of the masses 
In 2024 and in the previous few months, 
the Red fighters have launched an 
increased number of tactical offensives 
(TO). These offensives are essential 
in strengthening the political power 
of the Filipino fighting masses and in 
expanding the armed struggle. Some 
successful TO’s include an attack on AFP 
troops that defended extractive quarries 
and a dam that was displacing farmers 
and damaging the environment in Rizal. 
Another successful offensive damaged 
the equipment of a company owned 
by the landlord Limkaichon family 
that were used for destructive mining 
and exploitative plantations. The NPA 
burned the buildings and machinery of a 
land-grabbing businessman in Malitbog 
in the Visayas. The people’s army also 
attacked several military detachments of 
the AFP and the CAFGU (the Civilian 
Armed Forces Geographical Unit), and 
repelled several attacks by the fascist 
armed forces against the people and 
their army. 
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Alongside its objective to wage guerrilla 
warfare, the CPP highlighted in its statement 
for the NPA’s 56th anniversary that the NPA 
is “the main revolutionary organizer in the 
countryside, an active participant in educating 
the masses, setting up peasant, women and youth 
organizations, launching health and production 
campaigns, implementing revolutionary land 
reform, training people’s militias to defend their 
villages, and supporting emergent structures 
of the people’s democratic revolutionary 
governments in rural strongholds.” On March 
29th, millions of Filipinos and their supporters 
around the world celebrated the 56th Anniversary 
of the New People’s Army, and their unwavering 

Revolutionary organization 
of Filipino migrants launched 
overseas
In the beginning of March, members of the 
overseas Filipino migrant organization of the 
NDF, Compatriots, officially launched, affirming 
its role in organizing overseas Filipinos in waging 
the People’s Democratic Revolution (PDR). This 
gathering marks a significant milestone in the 
struggle for the PDR, affirming the integral role 
that overseas Filipinos play in liberating their 
homeland. “The situation of migrants is closely 
linked to the issues faced by the people in the 

Philippines, such as low wages of workers and 
landlessness, bureaucrat-capitalists corruption 
under the ruling state, and the domination of US 
imperialism in Philippine society. Given a choice, 
they would prefer to stay in the country with 
their loved ones. While outside the country, their 
ultimate desire is to return to their homeland.” 

As FFPS, we celebrate this momentous occasion 
as the revolutionary and democratic masses of 
the Filipino people consolidate their ranks. We 
congratulate Compatriots-NDF and the millions 
of Filipino migrants in this milestone and commit 
ourselves to broadening our solidarity work in 
our own countries. 

Refer to Ang Bayan to read the full statement 
on the NPA anniversary and to read more on 

the NPA’s tactical offensives.

dedication to defending the people. Red fighters 
take great risks to stand up for the working and 
peasant masses, while the ruling class continues 
to profit off of the fruit of the peasants’ labor and 
simultaneously deny them a share in these profits 
as well as prevent them from living off the land. 
Just as the NPA is succeeding in its objectives 
by continuing the rectification movement, let 
us steadfastly study and highlight the primary 
weapon of the resistance of the Filipino 
Revolution: armed struggle. 

Zoom in: The New People’s Army as the people’s army

LONG LIVE THE NEW  
PEOPLE’S ARMY!

Long live the Filipino 
revolutionaries and the 

fighting masses!

Long live the National 
Democratic Front of the 

Philippines!
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Excerpt from the Ang Bayan on International 
Working Women’s Day

“Let us celebrate the enormous contribution of women to the Philippine 
revolution. Let us value their wisdom, enthusiasm, and determination 
which enriches and strengthens the people’s struggle. It is in the realm 

of struggle for the nation and for women that they achieve their full 
potential as human beings and equals. Women revolutionaries are a 

beacon of hope for the millions of women who suffer in a society that 
regards them as inferior and weak... they now demonstrate boundless 
courage in facing the enemy, and endless love and care for the masses 

who are one with them in their desire for a free and bright future.” 

Read the full article from March 7, 2025, at philippinerevolution.nu

THE RADIANCE OF THE  
REVOLUTIONARY STARS  

WILL NEVER FADE
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Long live Ka Louie Jalandoni - a man of peace, a steadfast 
revolutionary and a true internationalist!
FFPS joins the Filipino people in mourning the 
passing of Ka Louie, while also taking inspiration 
from his extraordinary life to further advance our 
support for the Filipino people. 

Throughout his life Louie has been many things. 
He first became politicized when, as a catholic 
priest, he lived among sugar workers on the 
island of Negros and learned of the deep poverty 
and hardship they lived in. Louie further engaged 
himself with the struggles of the Filipino people 
amidst rising fascist repression under Martial 
Law in the 70s. He played a key role in founding 
the Christians for National Liberation (CNL), 
one of the founding allied organizations of the 
NDFP, and joined the CPP.

In 1976, Louie went abroad together with his 
revolutionary wife Ka Coni to lead international 
relations work for the party and to expose the 
Marcos Sr. dictatorship’s brutal crimes in the 
midst of Martial Law. 

Ka Louie’s contributions in the international 
work of the revolutionary movement in his 
almost 50 years abroad are invaluable. He 
played a vital role in establishing the NDFP’s 
international headquarters and as International 
Representative of the NDFP. 

As chief negotiator of the NDFP in peace talks with the reactionary government he always stayed 
true to the Filipino people’s demand for a just and lasting peace.

We in FFPS are especially grateful to Ka Louie for the guidance, advice and inspiration he has 
given us over the years. True to his humble and kind nature, he gladly made time and effort to 
join our events and member gatherings on many occasions, sharing his experiences and boundless 
insights about the Philippine revolution and the role of international solidarity amongst the peoples 
of the world. He greatly inspired us as the keynote speaker at our founding assembly and always 
expressed his appreciation for our growing efforts of solidarity with the struggles in the Philippines, 
especially from the youth.

In the selfless and revolutionary spirit of Ka Louie, we will continue to expand 
and strengthen our solidarity work with the struggles of the Filipino people 
until a just and lasting peace in the Philippines is won!
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As tensions between the US and its imperialist 
rival, China, rise, the Philippines and wider 
Asia-Pacific are used as key zones for military 
build-up by US imperialism. The Philippines’ 
integration within US military plans is based on 
several unequal treaties, such as the 1951 Mutual 
Defense Treaty (MDT), the 1999 Visiting Forces 
Agreement (VFA) and 2014 Enhanced Defense 
Cooperation Agreement (EDCA). Under EDCA, 
the US has established 9 official bases in the 
Philippines, with almost as many undeclared or 
secret bases. 

US, NATO member states and aligned countries’ 
troops regularly conduct exercises in the 
Philippines and its waters, the 2024 Balikatan 
naval exercises being the first to conduct 
maneuvers outside Philippine territorial waters. 
These exercises are used to investigate and 
test the terrain and topography of the country, 
showcase and deploy US weaponry, such as the 
Typhon Missile System capable of hitting China, 

Intensified rivalry between the US and China used as justification for 
foreign military buildup in the Philippines

as well as a cover to participate in operations 
on the ground. Overall, the US-Marcos regime 
has ensured the US’ stronghold in the country, 
highlighted its subservience to US imperialism 
and prepares to drag the country into the US’ 
war efforts against China.

The CPP points to the rivalry between imperialist 
powers as being the main source of conflict 
worldwide. The move to militarization we see 
in the Philippines and many other countries now 
is an effect of these rivalries and a danger to 
peoples around the world. The intensification 
of US militarism calls on all internationalists to 
urgently stand as allies with the Filipino people 
and strengthen the solidarity with their struggles 
for national and social liberation. US-led war is 
responsible for the death and displacement of 
millions of people around the world and as it 
intensifies, the strongest answer of the people 
is national liberation. 
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The International People’s 
Tribunal (IPT) and the arrest of 
Duterte by the International 
Criminal Court (ICC)
Last year, in solidarity with the Filipino people’s 
just fight for national democracy, FFPS and 
the International Association for Democratic 
Lawyers held the IPT 2024 to investigate the 
US-Marcos and US-Duterte regimes for war 
crimes. A people’s tribunal gives a platform 
for the oppressed peoples of the world to seek 
justice and hold their oppressors accountable.

International expert jurors and prosecutors were 
presented evidence by witnesses, victims, and 
advocates. After a comprehensive examination, 
the IPT 2024 found Ferdinand Marcos Jr., 
Rodrigo Duterte, Joe Biden, the Government 
of the Republic of the Philippines and the 
United States government guilty of war crimes 
against the Filipino people and gross violations 
of International Humanitarian Law. These 
contributed to the documentation of US-Duterte’s 
and US-Marcos’ war crimes and amplified the 
calls from the Filipino people’s mass movement

FFPS celebrates the Filipino people’s victorious 
efforts resulting in the recent arrest of Rodrigo 
Duterte and highlight the need for their 
progressive allies worldwide to continue to 
expose Duterte, former chief of the Philippine 
National Police General Bato, and their cronies, 
so as to demand justice for all those killed under 
the US-Duterte administration, their loved ones, 
families, friends, and comrades.

Similarly, we must expose the US-Marcos 
Jr. administration for expanding Duterte’s 
fascist machineries to carry out state terrorism 
and counterinsurgency. The US-Marcos 
regime perpetrates intensified militarization, 
indiscriminate aerial bombings, extrajudicial 
killings, and war crimes against the Filipino 
people, particularly the revolutionary peasant 
masses. Clearly, Marcos is not an alternative 
to Duterte, rather he is the same kind of semi-
colonial, bureaucrat capitalist maintaining and 
expanding the exploitative ruling system in the 
Philippines. FFPS emphasizes that the people’s 
national democratic revolution is the only genuine 
solution to achieving national sovereignty and 
social liberation from US imperialism and its 
local puppets.
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For the full verdict and testimonies,  
please visit: peoplestribunal.net
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ECHOES OF SOLIDARITY

Kiwi Express:   
From Aotearoa to PH
In the late 1970s, Robert Reid, then an auto-
worker in Wellington and current chairperson of 
FFPS, found himself on an unexpected journey. 
His introduction to the Philippine struggle came 
through a radical Catholic priest. This encounter 
sparked a chain of events that would lead Robert 
and his Marxist-Leninist group to engage with 
the National Democratic Front of the Philippines 
(NDFP) and the Communist Party of the 
Philippines (CPP). As true internationalists, they 
actively participated in solidarity activities.

Their solidarity activities did not limit itself to 
“above ground” activities. As the 1980s rolled 
in, the New Zealand comrades were given a 
unique request: smuggling essential items into 
the Philippines. For Robert, this mission took a 
particularly literary turn. Robert was asked to 
bring in the 45 English volumes of the Collected 
Works of Lenin. He managed to gather nearly 
all of them, packing them into two suitcases and 
a backpack. The weight was immense, and the 
logistics were daunting.

Before embarking on his journey, Reid had a 
crucial question: “What do I do if I get stopped 
at Manila airport?” His contact responded 
reassuringly: “Don’t worry, we have friends 
working in the customs area. If customs open 
your bags and try to question you, just say they 
are not yours and leave them all there. Our 
friends will then get them out of customs for us.”

In the end, Reid’s bags were not searched upon 
his arrival. He was promptly picked up from 
the airport and, the very next day, was able to 
deliver his literary cargo to appreciative hands. 
The weight of his mission lifted, Reid began 
his exposure to the Philippine struggle with 
a much lighter load. His journey from New 
Zealand to the Philippines is not just a tale of 
smuggling books but a narrative of trust, the 
power of collective action and the importance 
of international solidarity
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One of our member organizations, Clownbloc, creates paper mache puppets inspired by Philippine 
effigies and incorporates them into their political theater performances. Balita from FFPS asked 
them to share more about their process. 

There’s something intimate and transformative on a practical level, about sculpting with your 
hands—layer by layer, paper and paste turning into a shape that didn’t exist before. When we 
build effigies from paper mâché, we’re not just assembling materials; we’re reshaping scraps into 
something with presence and meaning. It’s a process where ordinary components—recycled paper, 
glue, wire—are slowly worked into a form that begins to reflect intention, emotion, and story.

Paper mâché puppets have a long history in both protest and celebration. They can tower over 
crowds, speak without voices, and hold space in a ritual with more presence than some people. 
But you don’t need to make a 10-foot-tall colossus to feel their power. Even a small, hand-held 
puppet can carry immense symbolic weight.

THE ART OF PAPER MÂCHÉ PUPPETS:

Crafting Content Into Form

Read on for instructions  

to make your own! 
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GATHER YOUR MATERIALS

•	 Recycled paper (newspapers and grocery bags work great)
•	 Flour + water to make a paper (using drywall powder 

instead holds together better)
•	 A base structure: wire, cardboard, balloons, sticks -- 

anything you can build onto
•	 Paints, fabrics, string, buttons, any found objects for 

decoration 

BUILD WITH INTENTION

Before you start slapping paper together, ask yourself:

•	 What is this puppet for? A parade or march? A play?
•	 What content will it carry? What sort of ideas and messages 

do we want this effigy to impart on others?

Assemble the base by stapling cardboard together--then begin 
layering paper soaked in your paste. At this point you can 
begin shaping features, i.e. noses, eyes, mouths. As you layer, 
speak to the form. Let it answer you back in its own way. Paper 
mâché is slow and meditative, it asks for your patience. Use 
that time to weave meaning into the folds.

GIVE IT LIFE

Once dry, decorate with purpose. The eyes can be powerful—
give them attention. Use paint to draw attention and accent. 
You can articulate limbs with sticks or string, make them 
dance, or simply pose them in stillness. Puppets don’t need 
to move to speak. They hold presence.

When complete, consider how it will be “activated.” Some 
ideas:

•	 Use it at a performance or rally
•	 Burn it to symbolize the rejection of an idea
•	 Place it on an “altar” to watch over your space

SECTION 3  — ECHOES OF SOLIDARITY

View a more detailed video at Resist US-Led War PDX’s Youtube Page

REMEMBER: what you make doesn’t have to be perfect, as long as it achieves 
your objectives and promotes the message you want it to. 
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UPCOMING
JULY 22

People’s State of the Nation Address (PSONA). 
Throughout the Philippines, and overseas, 
Filipino organizations and allies will hold 
activities for PSONA, a counter-mobilization 
to Ferdinand Marcos Jr’s State of the Nation 
Address. Look out for mobilizations near you!

AUGUST 26 

FFPS’ 5th Global Day of Action on the 129th 
anniversary of the Cry of Pugad Lawin - the 
beginning of the Filipino people’s armed 
revolution against Spanish colonialism. 
Every year on August 26, FFPS members 
hold propaganda and educational activities, 
protest actions, and fora to highlight the just 
and necessary Filipino People’s Democratic 
Revolution, the strength and unity of the NDFP, 
and the growth of our movement in solidarity 
with the Filipino people’s struggle for national 
and social liberation.

UPCOMING CAMPAIGN HIGHLIGHTS

As the crisis of the semi-feudal and semi-
colonial structure in the Philippines intensifies 
and takes new forms, there is an urgent need for 
solidarity activists to respond to and amplify 
the epic struggle and resistance of the Filipino 
people. In the last 6 months of the year, FFPS 
aims to intensify its anti-war, anti-feudal and 
anti-fascist campaigns in support of the Filipino 

people intensifying their campaigns and mass 
struggles on these issues. While all of these three 
areas have distinct characteristics, they are also 
interrelated and are at an interplay at all times. 

Important points of attention will be the issues 
of continued foreign war exercises and US-led 
militarism in the Philippines, the fascist attacks 
and de-facto martial law in the countryside 
and support to the various struggles of rural 
communities for land and lifelihood. These will 
include solidarity visits, both to the Philippines 
and through the hosting of Philippine activists 
in various countries.

Reach out to us for questions and to see how you 
can get involved!

ONGOING

We would like to call on all cultural workers and 
enthusiasts to please submit your illustrations, 
graphic designs or other creations you’d like to 
see featured in future issues of our newsletter!

SECTION 4

What are FFPS members doing 
this upcoming quarter?

Contact us at  contact@ffps.info
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